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Season’s Greetings!   

 

As we turn from Thanksgiving, through Advent and 

look forward to Christmas, the Holiday Season is 

now well underway.  A time of 

joy and happiness, in fact each 

week of Advent represents 

something different for us to 

consider, Peace, Joy and Hope are 

three of those weeks.  Those are 

important ideas to keep in mind, 

especially as we look at the world 

and nation we live in and 

recognize that they are not always 

peaceful, joyful places.  A month 

ago, as I prepared my November 

column, I could not have guessed 

at the issues we would be facing 

as we move into Christmas this 

year, yet in that short month, so 

much seems to have happened – 

and continues to happen, that 

might really make one question if 

our world will ever know peace.   

We look forward to Christmas 

and the familiar nativity story in 

part because of our traditions, and 

the order that they bring to our 

lives.  But the real truth of 

Christmas is that we live in a 

messy world and Jesus was born 

into a messy world.  A world full 

of contradictions and stumbling 

blocks to real peace.   

  

As we watch our Christmas 

movies in the coming weeks, we 

will see time and time again how 

the love and joy of Christmas brings about happy-  

endings.  Those stories are often predictable and the 

outcomes are clear from the very beginning, it is only 

a matter of how the characters deal with the obstacles 

that inevitably appear that provide any depth to the 

stories.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The biblical story of Christ’s birth is more confusing 

than that.  We can focus on the trip to Bethlehem, and 

the virgin birth, on the proclamations of the angels to 

the shepherds, and the visits of those shepherds and a 

bit later, of the Wise Men from 

the east.  Yet the story is more 

complex.  It is a story of shame 

(Mary pregnant out of wedlock), 

of Joseph’s acceptance of her 

condition, of the difficulties the 

young couple faced as travelers 

in a strange land, and of their 

finding shelter in a barn, where 

Mary gave birth in the lowest of 

all possible settings, and more.  

 

The Christmas story is a messy 

story, a challenging story,  a 

story of overcoming obstacles 

that might have caused many of 

us to throw up our arms in 

frustration.  But it also that story 

of hope, of hope for better times 

despite all those issues.  A hope 

for a new beginning, where all 

the things that divided the people 

might be set aside, and the 

common humanity that all 

shared becomes the driving force 

in our lives, rather than the 

tendency to seek divisions 

between people. Ultimately,  it is 

the story of the birth of Jesus 

who was born not to make our 

world perfect, but to show us a 

better path, and to be God among 

us even when we continue to 

make a mess of God’s creation.  

Christ was born to bring us salvation and a hope for 

something better, even when there is not Peace on 

Earth and Goodwill to all.  Let us keep in mind that 

Christ came to a messy world to be with us, to live 

among us and to show us a new path.  May we 

rejoice this season, not just about the birth of a baby, 

but about the Hope for a better world that is 

        THE STEPPING-STONE                         
December, 2016 Issue 

Church e-mail address: tullyunited@twcny.rr.com; Our website: tullychurch.org  Facebook : Tully United Community Church 

 

Facebook: Tully United Community Church 

 
 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel   
v1, 2, 6, 7 

 

O come, O come, Immanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
who ordered all things mightily; 

to us the path of knowledge show 
and teach us in its ways to go. 

 

O come, O Bright and Morning Star, 
and bring us comfort from afar! 
Dispel the shadows of the night 
and turn our darkness into light. 

 

O come, O King of nations, bind 
in one the hearts of all mankind. 

Bid all our sad divisions cease 
and be yourself our King of Peace. 

 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee,  
O Israel 

 

(Latin, c. 12th century;  

Translated 1851 -  John Mason Neal,) 

mailto:tullyunited@twcny.rr.com
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embodied in Christ and let us live in ways that honor 

that hope and that child.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT STUDY – SUNDAY,    
NOVEMBER 27–DECEMBER 20,                     

2016 

Pastor Doug will be leading an Advent study on 

the Book/Video Series “Sent: Delivering the Gift of 

Hope at Christmas” by Jorge Acevedo, Jacob 

Armstrong, Justin LaRosa, Rachel Billups, and 

Lanecia Rouse that began November 27 following 

worship at 10:45am. This will be held each 

Sunday through December 18. There is some 

flexibility in that meeting time, dependent upon 

interest and who joins the study group.   

Description of the study provided by the 

publisher:  

“As you sent me into the world, so I 

have sent them . . .” (John 17:18)   God sent 

Christ into the world as our Savior. That’s what 

Christmas is all about. In turn, Christ sends us 

into the world. But do we really understand how, 

where, and why we are sent? This five-week, 

Advent study challenges us through story, art, and 

Bible study to discover what it means to be 

Christ’s hands, feet, head, and heart. Centered on 

a DVD with 8-10 minute videos created by a group 

of dynamic young pastors, Sent is appropriate for 

adults and youth.  

The Stewardship of our Lives: 

Giving to Support Our Mission 
 

The life and ministries of the Tully United 

Community Church are supported entirely by the 

gifts of its members. We receive no aid or support 

from either of our partner denominations. In fact, 

we support, through our mission giving, both our 

American Baptist and United Methodist partners 

in ministry. In other words, your gifts and your 

gifts alone keep us going. We trust that our life of 

worship, service, teaching and outreach to others 

is of such importance to you that you would make 

giving to your church a priority in your life. 

Our board of stewards reminds us that at 

the end of a year, there are opportunities which 

offer advantages to both giver and receiver for 

which our members might wish to take advantage. 

We continue to have needs to support our yearly 

budget as well as our Fishermen’s Net program to 

help those in need in our community. 

  

Loving People, Loving God 

At the September 2016 leadership/huddle meeting, 

it was voted on and carried that the theme for the 

  year ahead be Loving People, Loving God.  
Special “Thanks” to Crystal Arms, a member of 

the Board of Stewards for creating and hanging 

the banner over the sanctuary doors and also the 

banner over the top of the Welcome Center. 

 

The Season of Giving 
In this season of giving do not forget that 

all of the work which we do: in offering worship, 

CHRISTMAS  EVE WORSHIP  

Saturday, December 24, 2016 – 

Christmas Eve Worship 

7:00 pm Family Worship: this 

service will be centered around families 

and those with young children. 

 11:00 pm Candlelight 

Communion Worship 

 This is the traditional Christmas 

Eve service with lessons, carols, both 

senior choir and bell choir anthems, 

communion and candlelight 

 singing of Silent Night.  

Bring your family and friends 

 and worship with us and  

celebrate the 

Newborn King! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY, 

DECEMBER 25, 2016 
 As Christmas falls on a Sunday 

this year, morning worship on 

Christmas Sunday will be held at 9:30 

a.m. NO refreshment fellowship time 

will be held following worship in order 

for those attending worship to return 

home to their families for their 

Christmas celebrations. MERRY 

CHRISTMAS everyone! 
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praise and prayer, in bringing comfort hope and 

sustenance, in programs for children, youth, 

seniors and everyone in between, in outreach to 

our community, in ecumenical experiences, in 

sharing what we have with those who have not.  

This household of faith proclaims New Beginnings 

among us.                                

 
As you give thanks to God for the ministry 

and mission of this community of faith, do not 

forget that all of our work is undergirded by your 

prayerful support, your dedicated service and 

your financial giving. Without you and the 

movement of God’s spirit among us, none of this 

would be celebrated as we begin a new year of 

worship and service to our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A REMINDER TO WEAR  

YOUR NAME TAGS 
 

It is especially helpful for Pastor  

Doug and also visitors attending  

worship if everyone wears their  name tag on 

Sunday mornings.  If you need a name tag, please 

sign the sheet by the name tags and one will be 

available for you the next week.   

 

PICTURES FOR THE BULLETIN 

BOARD IN THE HALLWAY TO THE 

RIEHLMAN FELLOWSHIP 

ROOM…Individual and family pictures are 

needed for the bulletin board in the hallway to the 

Riehlman Fellowship Room.  Please include 

information about those in the picture…name, 

family members, work/retired, interests etc. that 

will be posted on the bulletin board by your 

picture. If you have questions, see Marley 

Barduhn (447-8171), chair of the Board of 

Stewards.   

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING REFRESHMENT 

FELLOWSHIP AND COMMUNION 
In December Marcia Martin and Bernice 

Potter-Masler are the refreshment fellowship 

providers and communion preparers.   If you can 

provide cookies etc. for refreshments please sign 

up on the sheet located on the refreshment table 

on Sunday mornings.  All monies collected help 

cover the cost of the coffee and any refreshments 

needing to be purchased. 

 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS IN THE 

ROUND                                         
Members of the congregation helped re-

arrange the seating in the round in the church 

sanctuary for our Advent and Christmas services 

following worship November 20, 2016. We are 

grateful to all those who helped with the seating 

and decorating process.  
 

EQUAL EXCHANGE COFFEE SALES 
 The Board of Mission and Outreach sells 

Equal Exchange coffee bought directly through 

small-scale farmer cooperatives around the world.  

If you wish to learn more, you may go to their 

website at  www.equalexchange.coop or see any 

member of the Board of  Mission and Outreach 

manning the coffee sale table during our Sunday 

morning fellowship hour. The cost continues to be 

$8.00 each for both whole bean and ground, 

regular and decaf blends.  

 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 
Submitted by Betty Ketcham, a member of the 

Board of Stewards…  

 

To belong to our congregation is to be a steward.  

As God’s Stewards’ we have three responsibilities: 

  

1) Receiving: We receive with joyous 

thanks-giving, the many gifts that God 

showers upon us; Time, talent, 

treasure, our bodies, friendships, 

HOW ARE WE DOING?  
November  2016 attendance 

November 6 – 9:00 a.m.-  118 

 (All Saints Memorial Service) 

November 13 – 9:30 a.m. –79  

November 20 – 9:30 a.m. – 84 

 (Thanksgiving Sunday)  

November 27 – 9:00 a.m. –  83 

(First Sunday of Advent) 

 

 

TREASURER 

REPORT 

OCTOBER, 

2016 

Total Income: 
$9,278.00  

Total 

Expenses  

$13,971 

Difference 
-$4,693  

HughReed 

Church 

Treasurer 

 

http://www.equalexchange.coop/
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natural resources and the beauty 

around us.  

2) Managing: We take care of what we 

receive. We manage them wisely for our 

own good and others.  

3) Giving: Out of our gratitude for 

receiving so abundantly, we want to 

share with others. We share by giving 

through our offering.  

We are all stewards of our time, ability, and 

resources. Actively participating in stewardship 

allows us to find the joy of growing in God’s 

grace.  

 

 

NEEDED – PERSON  I N CHARGE  OF 

THE  SANCTUARY  SOUND  SYSTEM 
 The church continues to be in need of 

someone knowledgeable of sound equipment to be 

in charge of the sound system in the church 

sanctuary. If you can help, please see Pastor Doug 

or call the church office 696-8066. Thank you! 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Our church will support the annual 

Christmas Basket Program sponsored by 

P.E.A.C.E. Inc. to help those in need in the county 

south area celebrate Christmas. The angel tree is 

located in the Murdock Lounge. Those willing to 

help are encouraged to take an angel(s) (be sure 

and write your name on the sheet provided with 

the # on the angel(s) that you have.   Purchas a gift 

suggested and be sure and attach the angel to top 

of the wrapped gift. If you purchased a gift card, 

please put it in an envelope and tape the angel to 

the front of the envelope) and purchase a gift (or 

gift card) for the person on the angel. All wrapped 

gifts must be brought back to the church by the 

December 18, 2016 deadline.  

 Non-perishable food items and paper 

products are also being collected to help fill the 

food basket included with the gifts. If you have 

questions, contact Barb Kohberger at the 

P.E.A.C.E. office 696-8203.  

 Sorting the canned foods and putting 

baskets together for those in need will take place 

at the Tully Masonic Temple  Friday evening, 

December 16, 2016, at 6:30 – 8:00p.m. If you 

would like to help, please call Barb Kohberger at 

the P.E.A.C.E. office (696-8203) or just stop by the 

Masonic Temple during that time frame. 

Volunteers are also needed to help deliver fruit 

baskets to local shut-ins. If you can help deliver 

the fruit baskets, please call Barb at the above 

phone #. Distribution date is December 21
st
. 

 Thank you for your help with this annual 

outreach holiday project for those in need in the 

county south area. 

 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS BANNER 
 The annual Christmas Greetings Banner 

will be available on the narthex bulletin board for 

your greeting card to the church. You are invited 

to bring a Christmas greeting card and attach it to 

the banner to share your Christmas greetings. 

 

7
TH

 – 12
TH

 GRADE YOUTH 

CLASS/GROUP NEWS 
    Karin Dykeman and Del Wayne continue to 

serve as the teachers/advisors for the 7
th

 – 12
th

 

grade Sunday School Class and Youth Group.  We 

remind you that the class continues to meet every 

other Sunday..see their facebook page for dates 

etc. and other youth news. Tully United 

Community Church Youth.  

 

 

FAMILY DAY REMINDER… 

 Family Day will be held Sunday, 

December 4, 2016 during our 9:30 a.m. worship 

service. Children will attend morning worship 

with their families and Sunday School classes will 

be held following worship from 10:30 – 11:00 a.m.  

  

 

 

 

THE 2016 CHRISTMAS BASKET 
PROGRAM&ANGEL TREE,  

NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS AND 
PAPER PRODUCTS NEEDED 
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“Let us touch the dying, 
the poor, the lonely and 
the unwanted according 
to the graces we have 
received and let us not 
be ashamed or slow to 
do the humble work. “ 

-Mother Teresa- 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

December 18, 2016 
 The children in our Sunday School 

Program will participate in the Children’s 

Christmas program during our 9:30 a.m. morning 

worship service Sunday, December 18, 2016, with 

special music to be shared during that morning 

worship.    

  Sunday School classes will not be held 

December 18
th

, 25
th

 or January 1
st
 due to the 

Christmas and New Year’s Holidays. Classes will 

resume January 6, 2017 which is FAMILY DAY. 

Children will attend worship with their families at 

9:30 a.m. and Sunday School classes will 

be held from 10:30 -11:00 a.m. 

Teachers are needed. If you can 

help teach the class please see 

Pam Downey 696-2439.  

 

USHERS ARE 

NEEDED 
 for our morning 

worship services in 2017. The 

sign-up sheet for each month in 

2017 is posted at the Welcome 

Center..see Lee Winger, head usher, on Sunday 

mornings if you have questions… 

 

GREETERS ARE NEEDED  

A chance to greet your church family ! Sunday 

morning 9:30 a.m. worship services. A sign-up 

sheet is posted at the Welcome Center. See Kay 

Butkus (677-3059), a member of the board of 

deacons, if you have questions. 

 
LEADERSHIP NIGHT- December 5, 
2016…Boards of the church meet at 6:30 p.m. 

followed by the church council meeting at 8 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

 

The next community blood drive will be held 

at St. Leo’s Hall on Saturday, December 10, 2016 

from 8:00 a.m. - NOON. Information and 

appointment: call Nancy O’Neill (315) 416-8556. 

Walk-ins are always welcome.  

F.I.S.H. NEWS 
The Tully and LaFayette F.I.S.H. Program 

(Friends in Service Here) Is in need of drivers who 

could drive clients medical and dental 

appointments. Volunteer drivers are scheduled to 

drive once a month on either a Tuesday or 

Thursday. If you are able to help drive, please 

contact Barb Kohberger at the P.E.A.C.E. office 

696-8203. 

Anyone living in the zip code area of 13159 

or 13084 needing transportation to medical or 

dental appointments is asked to call the F.I.S.H. 

number 696-8659 or 696-8506 no later than three 

working days prior to the appointment. 

 

FISHERMAN’S NET REMINDER 
      The Fisherman’s Net Program is a 

joint effort of TUCC, P.E.A.C.E. Inc. 

and the St. Leo’s Outreach Program.  

If you have furniture or household 

items to donate, please contact the 

P.E.A.C.E. office at 696-8203 to 

arrange for the items to be dropped off 

(or picked up if needed). P.E.A.C.E. has a 

storage area in the three bay shed at the far 

end of the church parking lot. Monetary 

donations are also needed to help those in need. 

Checks should be made out to the church with 

your offering # and Fisherman’s Net written on 

the memo line.   

  

LILLIAN BIGSBY CIRCLE NEWS 
  

Members of the Lillian Bigsby Circle will 

meet  December 5, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. and will 

work on sending  Christmas greetings and a small 

token gift to our freshmen college students. They 

will also be packing cookies for our shut-ins. 

Anyone who would like to provide cookies for this 

project may drop them off in the church office 

Sunday morning, December 4
th

. Those attending 

the December 5
th

 meeting are reminded to bring a 

salad for lunch. Beverages and dessert will be 

provided. 

 The circle continues to collect small 

toiletries (like the ones you get when you go to a 

motel) for the Rescue Mission. A box for 

donations is located in the church office and can 

be dropped off anytime. The circle does not meet 

during the winter months of January, February or 

March. 

Give Blood Save a Life! 
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ADULT FELLOWSHIP PLANS FOR 

DECEMBER 
 The Adult Fellowship group annual 

Christmas party and gift exchange will be held 

Saturday, December 10, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. at Ken 

and Sharon Hoogs’ home, 1550 Rt. 11 North. 

Those planning to attend are reminded to sign-up 

at the welcome center; indicate if you will bring an 

appetizer, dessert or beverage for refreshments. 

Also, those attending are reminded to bring a 

wrapped gift for the annual gift exchange, the 

evening’s activity. If your gift is specifically for a 

woman or man, please write either woman or man 

on the gift tag. If you have questions, see Sharon 

696-5009. All adults of the church are welcome to 

join in the fun! 

 

SMALL CHRISMONS TO DECORATE 

THE ANGEL TREE 
 When the angels are removed from the tree 

in the Murdock Lounge, the new smaller 

Chrismons made by Carol Guyre will decorate the 

tree. Each Chrismon symbol has a special 

meaning. We again thank Carol for her many, 

many hours of  work making the Chrismons for 

the tree. As you may remember, the Chrismons on 

the tree in the sanctuary were also repaired 

and/or made by Carol last year.   

 

 

MEETING TIME FOR THE 

ROTARIANS 
 The Tully Rotary Group meets at the 

church on Thursday mornings at 7:00 a.m. for 

breakfast and a program. Nancy Chawgo and her 

crew of volunteers continue to co-ordinate and 

provide the weekly breakfast. Work begins at 6:00 

a.m. for breakfast that is served at 7:00 a.m.  NO 

breakfast will be held December 8
th

  as that is the 

date for their annual Christmas Party. All Rotary 

volunteers are invited to the party. 
 December 1 – Trudy Krewson & Karen Prince 

 December 8  – NO Rotary Breakfast – Rotary 

Christmas Party 

 December 15– Sonja Shepherd & Lorraine 

Balmer 

 December 22 – Ray & Sally Greene 

 December 29 – No Rotary Breakfast 

 

  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS 

 

A service of Children’s baptism can be 

held anytime during our Sunday morning 

worship services. Speak with Pastor Doug 

following worship to set up a date for the 

baptism.  

 NEW MEMBERS can be welcomed into 

church membership anytime. See Pastor Doug 

following worship, or call the church office, 696-

8066. 

 

Food for the community food pantry 
at St. Leo’s church 

Collected on communion Sunday (12/4), or can 

be dropped off in the church office anytime.   

NEEDED: 

-Canned foods  

-Non-perishable food items, 

-Soaps (dish, hand, laundry etc.)  

-Baby foods  

-Diapers  

-Paper products (toilet paper, paper towels etc.) 

The food pantry is open every other Wednesday 

each month. For information call St. Leo’s (696-

8721). 

BABY HAVEN NURSERY 
  Grace Shetler serves as the Baby Haven 

Care Giver on Sunday mornings during worship. 

Grace is generally in the Baby Haven beginning 

at 9:15 a.m.  If you have questions see Pam 

Downey, 696-2439.  

 

2017 ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR 

NEWS 
 A draft  copy of the 2017 altar flower 

calendar is posted on the bulletin board in the 

church narthex.  If you do not want to provide 

flowers this year, be sure to cross your name off. 

Also, if someone is already scheduled on the date 

you wanted, just write your name next to theirs. 

Many times there is more than one flower 

arrangement for our worship service…. 
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We collect One Million Pennies to help 

benefit the Ihsan School of Excellence, a small 

private school in Syracuse, NY. Rebecca 

Bickelhaupt, daughter of Don and Sue 

Bickelhaupt is a teacher at the school and this is a 

project sponsored by her class. She, and the 

children in her class are very grateful for our 

help. 

A collection container is located at the 

Welcome Center. Feel free to add your two cents! 

 

 
 

          
 

POINSETTIAS FOR OUR ADVENT AND 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
  

The Advent and Christmas season are 

upon us! Poinsettia orders are available through 

the church and being provided by Arnold’s 

Flowers in Homer, NY. The costs this year will be 

$12.00each (61/2”) or $25.00 each (8’), with a 

choice of red, white, or pink blossoms.  The 

deadline to place an order is December 6, 2016.  

Please contact Nancy Corey at 315-810-4074 or 

call the church office 696-8066. 

 Please Note: If you wish to provide a 

poinsettia and do not place your order through 

the church, please be sure and let the church 

office know so your name can be included in the 

church bulletin.  

SHUT-INS FOR DECEMBER 
 

December 4– Robert Frary, Jr. 

December 11–Marian Clymer 

Cortland Park Nursing Home Rm. 309 

 193 Clinton Street 

 Cortland, NY 13045 

December 18– Ruth Cummings 

 The Nottingham Rm. 118 

 1301 Nottingham Rd.  

 Jamesville, NY 13078 

December 25 –  George & Ruth Cook 

 The Jewish Home 

 4104  E. Genesee St. 

Dewitt, NY 13214 

 

We invite you to take a moment each week to 

send a holiday greeting card or note to those 

listed and to sign the card located at the 

welcome center on Sunday mornings. If you 

have a friend or family member that you 

would like included on the shut-in list, please 

get his/her name and mailing address to the 

church office (696-8066). 

..If you have questions, please see Nancy Corey, 

(810-4074) or call the church office 696-8066. 

Thank you!  

 
Flowers Over Vesper Hills Shop, operated by 

Jamie Wortley, available to order flowers for 

the altar 696-6031.  

 
SNOW SHOVELERS’ SCHEDULE 

The trustees have the following volunteer 

snow shovelers’ in place for the 2016-2017 

winter season.    

The schedule is as follows:  

    MONDAYS – Ed Hillenbrand 

    TUESDAYS – Robert Kemp 

    WEDNESDAYS – Rob Polak 

    THURSDAYS – Bob Thompson 

    FRIDAYS – Jim Butkus 

    SATURDAYS – Cleave Snow 

    SUNDAYS – NEEDED 

(Alternates are: Len Foster 

      Jan Kublick 

      Brad Smith 

   

REPORT ON THE CHURCH FUNDRAISER 

AT CHRISTMAS AT THE STATION CRAFT 

SALE… 

 Special thanks to all those that donated 

crock pots of soup or sandwich fillings for the 

soup sale held at the Christmas At the Station 

Craft Sale November 25
th

 and 26
th

. All proceeds 

benefit the Church General fund!  
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TULLY SENIOR CITIZENS’ GROUP 
NEWS 
 The Tully Senior Citizens’ Group will meet 

at the church Wednesday, December 14, 2016 at 

6:00 p.m. for their annual catered Christmas 

dinner.  The cost is $10 per person for members 

and  $15 per person for non-members. Those 

planning to attend should make reservations and 

payment as soon as possible with checks made out 

to: Tully Senior Citizens’ Group and sent to Sue 

Swayze, treasurer, P.O. Box 965, Tully, NY 13159-

0965. All those 55 and over are welcome to 

become a member of the Tully Senior Citizens’ 

Group. Yearly dues continue to be $5.00 per 

person. Questions: See Nancy Chawgo, president 

(810-4092). 

 During the months of January, February,   

and March the regular second Wednesday of the 

month gatherings will be held at NOON at the 

church. Those attending are reminded to bring 

their own table service and a large dish to pass for 

the noon meal. 

The Tully Senior Citizen’s Group final trip 

of the year will be held Monday & Tuesday, 

December 12 & 13, 2016  Overnight trip to New 

York City including a tour of Manhattan and 

dinner at the Tick Tock Dine. One night’s hotel 

accommodations at the Courtyard by Marriott 

Lyndhurst. On Tuesday, December 13
th

 the group 

will go to Rockefeller Center and lunch followed 

by a trip to Radio City Music Hall for the 2 p.m. 

performance of the Radio City Christmas 

Spectacular starring the Rockettes with a stop for 

dinner on the way home to Tully.    

For information and reservations for the 

Tully trips, see Lynn Andierson (315) 396-6217 

 

 

ST. LEO’S HOLIDAY BAZAAR- 
 Saturday, December 3, 2016, from  9:00 a.m. – 

2:00 p.m. at the church hall including baked 

goods, Christmas arrangements, candles, 

homemade crafts and wreaths etc. available to 

purchase. Lunch will also be available -- a great 

chance to do some Christmas shopping right here 

in Tully.  

 

 

THE TULLY COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS 

Production of the Christmas Carol, 

on December 3
rd

 at 7 p.m. in the High 

school Auditorium. 

Admission is a donation for the food 

pantry; a non perishable food or dry 

paper/household item. 

 

T.A.G. CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE 
  T.A.G. is sponsoring a Christmas cookie 

sale to benefit the Cornerstone Park.  Homemade 

cookies can be ordered at a cost of: 2 Doz. - $15; 3 

Doz. - $20.  To place your order call Sally Greene 

696-5562 by the December 5 deadline. The pickup 

date is Saturday, December 10, 2016, from 10 a.m. 

– 1 p.m. here at the church.   

 

TULLY FREE LIBRARY IN NEED OF A 

SNOW SHOVERLER! 

 If you have early mornings free and are 

interested in a part-time job please call Annabeth 

Hayes, director, at 696-8606 or Betsy Shahan, 

president of the Board of Trustees, at 696-4642. 

Or just stop in at the library! 

 

 
 

 

COUNTRY PEDDLER NEWS 

The Country Peddler Thrift Shop will be open 

Thursday, December 22, 2016 from 10 a.m. – 3 

p.m. and again that evening from 6:00- 8:00 p.m.  

They will be closed between Christmas and New 

Year’s.  

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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TULLY  HIGH  SCHOOL CRAFT  FAIR 
  

 The Tully High School will hold a craft 

fair fundraiser on Saturday, December 3, 2016, 

from  10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. in the High School 

main gym. Several local crafters will be on hand 

for the craft fair; food and live holiday music will 

be provided. Santa will be there, too! This event is 

sponsored by the Jr. High Student Council. For 

more information please call: 315-696-6235.  

 

 

P.E.A.C.E. HOT LUNCH PROGRAM 
  

P.E.A.C.E. Inc. sponsors the senior 

citizens’ hot lunch program that is held each week 

at the church on Tuesdays at noon. A donation of 

$2.75 per meal is suggested. (Those who bring 

guests: $5.00) 

 

 Following is the menu for December: 

 December 6 –   The menu was not available 

 December 13 –  when the newsletter was  

 December 20 –  printed. It will be posted  

December 27 –  on the bulletin board. 

     All seniors are welcome to attend the 

weekly lunches. If you have questions, call Velda 

Bumpus (683-5833).In order for enough food to be 

available each week, you need to let Velda know 

the week before if you plan to attend. 

 

TULLY WOMEN’S CHOIR CONCERT  
The Tully Women’s Choir will be holding their 

Christmas concert December 17
th

 2016, at 6 p.m. 

in the church Sanctuary lead by Laura Norris.  

 

 

 

SYRACUSE CHORAL CONCERT 
 The Syracuse Choral will present “Great 

Joy A Gospel Christmas” Saturday, December 

10
th

 beginning at 3:00 p.m. at the DeWitt 

Community Church, 3600 Erie Blvd. East, 

DeWitt, NY. General admission - $15; Advance 

Price - $12; all those 18 and under will be 

admitted FREE. To purchase advance sale tickets 

– see Rick Reed on Sunday mornings or call      

446-6333.  For more info. Visit their 

website..syracusechorale.org. 

 

 

CORTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

CHOIR 
Cortland College/Community Choral Union 
concert  is Tuesday, December 6th  at 8 pm , 
Dowd Performing Arts Center. This event is 
FREE. Enjoy Brahms, Haydn, Bach and 
Handel!   
 

 

TULLY COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS 

MESSIAH  SING – December 18, 2016 

 The Tully Council for the Arts will present 

the annual Messiah sing-along at the Tully High 

School auditorium December 18, 2016, at 6:30 

p.m.  Rehearsal is on December 17
th

 at 1:00pm at 

the high school. Those attending are invited to 

bring a plate of cookies to share.  

 

 

 

SYRACUSE HEALTHY START 

REMINDER: ALL THOSE WHO SEW, 

KNIT OR CROCHET…. 

The program continues seeking donations 

of new, handmade baby items such as blankets, 

hats, sweaters, and booties. If you have questions, 

or need more information please call 435-2000. 

 

 

2017 LENTEN DAILY DEVOTIONAL 

BOOKLET REMINDER… 

 

Articles for the 2017 edition of the Lenten 

Daily Devotional booklet are needed and can be 

dropped off in the church office anytime. Please 

include your name and a brief note about the 

article(s) you submit. 
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THE ANNUAL WINTER HUDDLE 
  

 Saturday, January 14, 2017  8:30 a.m. – noon to 

do planning for the year ahead.   

 

 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP JANUARY 

ACTIVITIES – 
Two activities are be planned for January, 

2017. On Friday evening, January 6, 2017 the 

group will be attending the Syracuse Stage 8 p.m. 

production of Mary Poppins. Tickets - $38.00 

each. Watch the January newsletter and Sunday 

bulletin announcement sheet for more details.     

              ALSO…an afternoon of cross country 

skiing is scheduled for Sunday, January 22, 2017 

at 2:00 p.m.  weather permitting…if there is not 

enough snow the activity will be switched with 

bowling in Cortland that was scheduled in 

February. More details will be included in the 

January newsletter and Sunday announcement 

sheet. Watch for more details in the January 

newsletter and the Sunday announcement sheet. 

 

 

TULLY SENIOR CITIZENS’ GROUP 

REMINDER 
 The Tully Senior Citizens’ Group will meet 

at NOON during January, February and March 

on the second Wednesday of each month. Their 

January meeting will be held Wednesday, January 

11, 2017, at NOON. Please bring your own table 

service and a large dish to share for the meal. 

Beverage will be provided. A program will be held 

following the meal  

 

JANUARY COMMUNITY  DINNER… 

 

The board of deacons will host the next 

community dinner scheduled to be held Sunday, 

January 29, 2017 from 4:30-6 p.m. here at TUCC. 

Watch the January newsletter for more details. 

The menu will include roast beef. A variety of 

other menu items will be solicited. A sign up sheet 

will be located at the Welcome Center.   

 

 
 

                            

 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE 

SCREENING  
  3

rd
 Tuesday of every month (January 

17, 2017). Sharon Mariani and Karen Puccia. 

Everyone is invited to get blood pressure 

checked. 

 

A verse on Fellowship 
Hebrews 10:24–25 

24 
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 

25 
not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and 

all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

COMING IN JANUARY 
WELCOME 2017! 
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A   LETTER  TO  THE  CONGREGATION 

 

 

 

 

          December,  2016 

 

Dear Members and Friends, 

 

 The congregation of the Tully United Community Church would like to give a monetary 

Christmas gift to Pastor Doug and Sherri who began their ministry here at TUCC on July 1, 2015.     

We hope that this gift will express our appreciation to Pastor Doug and Sherri and help brighten 

their holidays.  

 

 All monetary donations should be given to Beth Lattimer, our financial secretary, by 

Sunday, December 18, 2016. Please remember that checks should be made payable to Elizabeth 

Lattimer (NOT to TUCC) and clearly marked the Reverend Mackey’s Christmas gift on the 

memo line. Beth’s mailing address is: P.O. Box 735, Tully, NY 13159-0735. Any amount that you 

would like to contribute is welcome. 

 

 We will be presenting the gift to Pastor Doug and Sherri during the 7:00 p.m. family service 

on Christmas Eve, Saturday,  December 24, 2016.  

 

 Best wishes to you and your family for a joyous Advent and Christmas season. 

 

 

       MERRY CHRISTMAS, 

       The Church Council 
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THE STEPPING-STONE      

December 2016 

(315) 696-8066 

Rev. Doug Mackey, pastor 

Beth Greenwood, moderator 

Jillian (Austin) Chartrand – church secretary and administrative assistant 

====================================================== 
ABOUT OUT CHURCH 

The Tully United Community Church has both United Methodist and American Baptist affiliation. 

OUR MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE is held each week at 9:30 a.m.  
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES are held during morning worship. Children are dismissed for classes 

following the Children’s Moment. FAMILY DAY will be celebrated December 4, 2016. Children attend 

worship with their families and Sunday School is held from 10:30-11:00 a.m. 

  Sunday School will be held during morning worship December 11
th

. Children will be dismissed for 

classes following the Children’s Moment. NO Sunday School classes will be held December 18
th

  – The 

Children’s Christmas Program will be held during our 9:30 a.m. worship service that morning. NO classes 

will be held Christmas Sunday, December 25
th

 or January 1
st
 – New Year’s Day. Classes will resume 

January 8, 2017.  

HOLY COMMUNION will be celebrated during our 9:30 a.m. worship service Sunday, December 4, 2016, 

and at the 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve worship service, Saturday, December 24, 2016. Communion at both 

services will be served by intinction. 

ADVENT STUDY – continues Sunday mornings Dec.4
th

- 18th at 10:45 a.m. under the leadership of Pastor 

Doug - Sent: Delivering the Gift of Hope at Christmas. 

TULLY HIGH SCHOOL CRAFT FAIR – Saturday, December 3, 2016 – 10 am – 3 pm 

ST. LEO’S CHRISTMAS BAZAAR – Saturday, December 3, 2016 – 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE AT ST. LEO’S CHURCH HALL – December 10, 2016  8 am – NOON. 

MESSIAH SING- December 18
th

 6:30 p.m. at the High School auditorium 

THE LILLIAN BIGSBY CIRCLE will meet Monday,  December 5
th

  at 10:00 a.m. to send Christmas 

greetings and a token gift to freshmen college students, pack Christmas cookies for our shut-ins and then 

enjoy a salad luncheon. 

TULLY SENIOR CITIZENS–December 14, 2016 -6:00 p.m. catered Christmas dinner - $10 per person 

members/$15 per person non-members. Reservations and payment needed in advance. 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP DECEMBER ACTIVITIES – Saturday,  December 10, 2016 – 7:00 p.m. Christmas 

party/Gift exchange at Ken & Sharon Hoogs home, 1550 Rt. 11 North. 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS BASKET PROGRAM – Deadline for angel tree gifts – Sunday, December 18, 

2016.  (See page 4 for details) 

THE ANNUAL CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  will be held during the 9:30 a.m. worship service 

on Sunday, December 18, 2016. 

TWO CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: Saturday, December 24, 2016 

 7:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Worship Service 

 11:00 p.m. Traditional Candlelight Communion Service  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                NEWSLETTER DEADLINE – JANUARY 2017  ISSUE: December 20, 2016 
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