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FROM THE PASTOR 

 

All that preparation.  All that waiting and watching.  

The long Advent season coming finally to fruition in 

the birth of a Savior.  Then, as quickly as Christmas 

came, it’s all over and the Church year moves into 

Epiphany.  The big Ah Hah! moment of the church 

year in which we lift up the many ways that God-

With-Us surprises us, breaking through the hard crust 

of our defenses against the darkness and sheds new 

light on our spirits. 

I know that the New Year brings with it resolutions – 

eat less, exercise more, spend less, save more.  We 

set up these goals for ourselves and yes, sometimes 

we attain them.  More often we seem to lose sight or 

energy or interest.  Whether we call them resolutions 

or goals, I am hoping that we might adopt the 

following as individuals and as a congregation.  I will 

call them little Epiphanies - awareness of our 

relationship with God and with God’s creation.   
1. Live more simply with the earth.  Adopt or renew 

a habit of reusing and recycling.  Discover new 

ways to cut back on things we do that harm the 

environment.  Become more aware of the 

challenges to our earth – God’s earth – and of our 

mandate by God to be good stewards. 

2. Be more kind.  The national character is full of 

contempt and rancor.  This is not an attitude that 

we as Christians should have.  In a small town, 

little rifts quickly become big waves that stir us 

all.  Let’s not make waves of negativity!  Let us 

model that beautiful gift of the Spirit that breeds 

a gentler way with one another – an attitude of 

caring and listening.   

3. Renew our commitment to truth, justice, 

inclusion and peace.  These are the themes of 

Jesus’ ministry among us.  They are the themes of 

our congregational life here in Tully.   

4. Find new ways to celebrate our congregational 

theme – Loving People, Loving God.  New ways of 

doing the ministry that we have always shared 

here in Tully. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am excited about our future here.  May God guide 

us as we move forward in ministry.  And may we be 

energized by the Spirit for the tasks ahead! 

Peace! 

Rick+ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

To the Congregation, 
Thank you for your Christmas gift. I am 

overwhelmed by your generosity! You are a very 

loving and giving congregation in so many ways 

and I am honored and blessed to be your Pastor. 

 

 With gratitude, 

  Rick+  
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A Note from our Moderator 

Happy New Year Everyone! 

I hope you had a joyous Christmas with family and 

friends and that our season of Advent has helped you 

prepare your heart for the blessings of Jesus.  Thanks 

especially to the Boards of Deacons and Christian 

Education, all musicians, and Pastor Rick for 

wonderful worship and fellowship. 

TUCC’s leadership time, a.k.a. Huddle, will be held 

on Saturday, January 12
th

, 8:30am – Noon.  All 

Boards will meet together for a bit and then break off 

for individual Board meetings.  Please make every 

effort to attend as it is good to be together to support 

each other while we do the work of TUCC! 

I am including a piece written by K. Blazier that was 

provided in a packet of information about interim 

ministry that I received.  I found it thought 

provoking.  Let me know how you feel after reading 

it! 

“The Tasks of a Church during the Interim Period”, 

Kenneth D. Blazier 

In his Resource Notebook for Interim Ministry, Leigh 

Earley suggests three basic ways a church may view 

the interim period between pastors. Each of these 

reflects a concept of the church's ministry; their 

differences in relation to approaching the ministry of 

the church are significant. 

First, the interim time may be viewed as a time to be 

moved through as quickly as possible so that the 

church can get on to its real future. In its extreme this 

view tends to think of the church’s ministry as being 

the pastor or what the pastor does. It views the laity 

as being served by the pastor or following the 

direction of the pastor. In this view, power rests in 

the hands of the pastor or in the hands of the pastor 

and a few key leaders.  

Second, others view the interim period as a time to be 

tolerated, but not to be prolonged any longer than 

necessary. In its extreme this view tends to see the 

church as the fellowship and the pastor as a key part 

of that fellowship. It views the church's ministry as 

the pastor, but there is some room for the laity. This 

view tends to see the laity as doing the work of the 

church when no pastor is here to lead. The pastor 

shares power with the laity. When there is no pastor, 

power is unevenly distributed to lay leaders who pick 

up these responsibilities temporarily.  

Third, others see the interim time as offering 

opportunities for growth and change that will 

strengthen the congregation in the long run.  They see 

the interim time as providing opportunities which 

will greatly benefit a church as it moves into the 

future.  In its extreme this view tends to see the 

church as the people of God. The church's ministry is 

seen as what the church does, with the pastor being 

only part of that total ministry. The laity is partners in 

ministry with one another and with the pastor, with 

each being a source of creativity and energy for the 

church's life and outreach. Power is shared by the 

pastor and the laity, both leaders and non-leaders. 

Bernice Potter-Masler, Moderator 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A service of CHILDREN’S BAPTISM can 

be held anytime during our Sunday morning worship 

services. Speak with Reverend Richard Reed or any 

Board member to set up a date for the baptism. 

 NEW MEMBERS can be welcomed into 

church membership anytime. See Reverend Richard 

Reed following worship, or call the church office, 

696-8066. 

BABY HAVEN NURSERY 
  Mary Burgett serves as the Baby Haven Care 

Giver on Sunday mornings during worship. Mary is 

generally in the Baby Haven beginning at 9:15 a.m.  

If you have questions see Pam Downey, 696-2439.  

 

 

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS 

 

HOW ARE WE DOING?  
December 2018 attendance 

December 2 –88 

December 9 –101 

December 16 –86 

December 23 –83 

December 24-7pm-61/11pm-66 

December 30-65  
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DECEMBER 3, 2018 COUNCIL 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
Treasurer  
 Income continues to be up and expenses 

 down. 

Financial Secretary  
 Donation program installed on a second 

 computer. 

Pastor  
  Goal is for us to work together cooperatively; 

 look for ways to provide intergenerational 

 activities. 

Moderator  
 Office computer issues have been resolved. 

Christian Education 

 Planning Christmas Program 

 Craft offerings for Advent Intergenerational 

 Workshop 

Deacons – 

 Finalizing plans for Hanging of the Greens 

 service. 

 Advent Sunday services including Christmas 

 Eve services 

Mission and Outreach 
 Flood buckets completed and delivered 

 Successful Christmas at the Station fundraiser 

 Speaker for Lenten Soup Supper 

Personnel Relations 
 Five major job descriptions completed 

 Cleaning service contract  

Stewards 
 Flyer promoting TUCC activities and mission 

 Financial Campaign 

 Professional photographer for Directory 

Trustees 
 Spectrum savings (services connected directly 

 to Church) 

 Heat loss problem discovered in Riehlman 

 Room closet 

Committees: 

 Financial Policy – Draft policy completed 

 Endowment/Investment – Seeking proposals 

 

 

LEADERSHIP NEWS 

THE ANNUAL WINTER HUDDLE 
The date and time is Saturday, January 12, 2019, 8:30 

a.m. – noon to do planning for the year ahead.  Check 

the Sunday Bulletins for update. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
We appreciate the support you have shown by 

sharing your thoughts and concerns with us.  For the 

time being, we are discontinuing the comment sheet 

insert in our weekly Sunday bulletin.   However, a 

supply of blank comment sheets can be found next to 

the Comment Box on the table in the Murdock 

Lounge.  We encourage you to continue sharing the 

things you love about our Church community and/or 

any concerns you may have about our Church life.   

Thank you! 

 

USHERS ARE NEEDED for our morning 

worship services in 2019. The sign-up sheet for each 

month in 2019 is posted at the Welcome Center..see 

Lee Winger, head usher, on Sunday mornings if you 

have questions… 

 

EPIPHANY CHOIR FESTIVAL 
Choirs from Preble, Cortland, Homer and Tully 

(TUCC) will be singing at Homer Avenue United 

Methodist Church (30 Homer Ave., Cortland NY 

13045) on Sunday, January 6, 2019. We invite 

everyone to come and support our TUCC Choir!  

 

DEACONS 
SUNDAY MORNING REFRESHMENT 

FELLOWSHIP AND COMMUNION 
In January, Marcia Martin, Hollis Rotella and 

Kim Guttendorf are the refreshment fellowship 

providers and communion preparers.   If you can 

provide cookies etc. for refreshments please sign up 

on the sheet located on the refreshment table on 

Sunday mornings.  All monies 

collected help cover the cost of the 

coffee and any refreshments needing to 

be purchased. 

 

 

FAMILY DAY REMINDER…Family 

Day will be held Sunday, January 6, 2019 during our 

9:30 a.m. worship service (Communion will be 

served by intinction and gluten free wafers will be 

provided). Children will attend morning worship with 

their families and Sunday School classes will be held 

following worship from 10:30 – 11:00 a.m. 
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PRAYER SHAWL REMINDER 
 Prayer Shawl group meets the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 

Mondays each month at 7pm to work on prayer 

shawls/fellowship time. The completed prayer shawls 

are given to those in need of comfort during difficult 

times. If you have suggestions of a person to be 

recipient of a prayer shawl, please complete one of 

the request cards on the table in the narthex and turn 

it in to the office or give it to Fran Fishlock.  We will 

do our best to honor as many of the requests as 

possible in a timely manner. 

 

2019 ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR 

NEWS 
 We would like to thank everyone who 

contributed flowers during 2018! A draft copy of the 

2019 altar flower calendar is posted on the bulletin 

board in the church narthex. There are some dates 

available for anyone who is interested.  If you do not 

want to provide flowers this year, be sure to cross 

your name off. Also, if someone is already scheduled 

on the date you wanted, just write your name next to 

theirs. Many times there is more than one flower 

arrangement for our worship service…...If you have 

questions, please see Nancy Corey, (810-4074) or 

call the church office 696-8066. Thank you!  

 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
The youth would like to thank all those that helped 

with the cookie taste-off, either by baking or tasting. 

The first cookie sale yielded $96, almost enough to 

send one youth member to the SOLID retreat in 

January. Thanks to all who contributed so 

generously.  
    Karin Dykeman and Del Wayne continue to serve 

as the teachers/advisors for the 7
th

 – 12
th

 grade 

Sunday School Class and Youth Group.  We remind 

you that the class continues to meet every other 

Sunday... Sign up for text message alerts about youth 

group activities by sending the message 

“@tuccyouth” to 81010. We welcome new members 

or visitors at any time. Not ready to commit, but want 

to check it out? Join us for any meeting or event. The 

more, the merrier! Call Karin at (315) 559-0189 any 

time.  

The youth has a full slate of activities:. 
1/13/19 or 1/20 Cinnamon Roll Sale 

1/25-27/19 SOLID Retreat 

 

 

 

LILLIAN BIGSBY CIRCLE NEWS 
Members of the Lillian Bigsby Circle Reminder: that 

we do not meet January, February, or March.   

 

FISHERMAN’S NET REMINDER 
      The Fisherman’s Net Program is a joint effort of 

TUCC, P.E.A.C.E. Inc. and the St. Leo’s Outreach 

Program.  If you have furniture or household items to 

donate, please contact the P.E.A.C.E. office at 696-

8203 to arrange for the items to be dropped off (or 

picked up if needed). P.E.A.C.E. has a storage area in 

the three bay shed at the far end of the church parking 

lot. Monetary donations are also needed to help those 

in need. Checks should be made out to the church 

with your offering # and Fisherman’s Net written on 

the memo line.   

 

 

TUCC MISSION & 

OUTREACH 
We want to thank everyone for 

the Angel Tree Christmas 

donations which help our Community members 

through THE TULLY COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS 

BASKET PROGRAM. This is a community outreach 

effort that provides food, gifts, toiletries and some 

household items to low income families or families 

who are dealing with an illness or unplanned 

circumstance through P.E.A.C.E. County South in 

Tully. 

 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP PLANS FOR 

January 2019 
 The Adult Fellowship group plan to meet at 

Highland Forest on Sunday, January 13
th 

at 2 pm for 

a Sleigh Ride and other activities. All are welcome to 

join in for fun and fellowship.  

 

 

TUCC COMMUNITY "BIRTHDAY" 

DINNER 
All are welcome! 

Invite a friend for a dish to pass dinner. 

Sit at the table of your Birthday month 

and enjoy food, friends and a slice a 

birthday cake! 

TUCC February 28th 6 pm 
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MEETING TIME FOR THE 

ROTARIANS 
 The Tully Rotary Group meets at the church 

on Thursday mornings at 7:00 a.m. for breakfast and 

a program. Nancy Chawgo and her crew of 

volunteers continue to co-ordinate and provide the 

weekly breakfast. Work begins at 6:00 a.m. for 

breakfast that is served at 7:00 a.m. 
 January 3rd – Sue Wright & John Burgett 

 January 17th– Dave & Nancy Hatch 

 

 

 

Our sincere condolences go out to the family 

and friends of Robert Kemp of Syracuse who passed 

away Dec. 6
th

, 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SYRACUSE HEALTHY START 

REMINDER: ALL THOSE WHO SEW, 

KNIT OR CROCHET…. 

The program continues seeking donations of 

new, handmade baby items such as blankets, hats, 

sweaters, and booties. If you have questions, or need 

more information please call 435-2000, or see Dawn 

Cox, Church Secretary. 

 

TABS, TABS & MORE TABS 
TUCC continues to collect big and small tabs 

from soda and juice cans for the Shriners Hospital in 

Boston to buy braces, time in physical therapy and 

other needed items. A large container for you to place 

tabs is located in the Riehlman Fellowship Room of 

the church. If you have questions or need more 

information about the tabs, contact Barb Berg (696-

5425). Thank you. 

 

        RETURNABLE CANS AND  

 BOTTLES 
 TUCC & Boy Scout Troop #62 continue to 

collect returnable cans and bottles (rinsed out, 

returnable aluminum cans and glass and plastic 

bottles) in the Cans for Christ bins in the east 

entrance way at the church. Proceeds are used to help 

cover expenses of camping trips that the scouts take 

throughout the year. 

 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

REMINDER  
 Canned foods and non-

perishable food items continue to      be collected 

here at TUCC for the local food pantry on the first 

Sunday of the month (January 6th), also communion 

Sunday. Also…food donations may be dropped off in 

the church office anytime.   Especially needed are 

canned foods and non-perishable food items as well 

as paper products and toiletries. Baby foods and 

diapers (all sizes) also continue to be needed.  The 

food pantry located at St. Leo’s church hall is open 

one Wednesday a month from 1:00-2:00, or by 

appointment (696-8721) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHUT-INS FOR JANUARY 
January 6 --    Tom Richards 

  PO Box 358 

  Tully, NY 13159  

January 13–   Don & Joyce West 

           Walden Place 

           839 Bennie Rd.                      

           Cortland, NY 13045 

January 20 –   Eleanor Burt 

  2196 Rte. 11-A 

  Tully, NY 13159 

January 27 –   George Cook 

  Jewish Home-Menorah Pk 

             4101 Genesee St.  

  Syracuse, NY 13214 

 

  We invite you to take a moment each 

week to send a holiday greeting card or note to 

those listed and to sign the card located at the 

welcome center on Sunday mornings. If you 

have a friend or family member that you would 

like included on the shut-in list, please get 

his/her name and mailing address to the church 

office (696-8066). 
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SNOW SHOVELER’S SCHEDULE 
Mondays-Ed Hillenbrand 

Tuesdays-Bob Kemp 

Wednesdays-Sam Colombo 

Thursdays-Bob Thompson 

Fridays-Jim Butkus 

Saturdays-Jeff Phelps/Chris Scalza/Jim Butkus  

       (as available or needed) 

Sundays-Mel Moore 

 

 

 
 

TULLY SENIOR CITIZENS’ GROUP 
NEWS 

 The Tully Senior Citizens’ Group will meet at 

the church Wednesday, January 9
th

 at noon for the 

monthly dinner and program. All those 50 and over 

are welcome to become a member of the Tully Senior 

Citizens’ Group. Yearly dues continue to be $5.00 

per person. Questions: See Esther Hoose, 315-317-

1618. 

 During the months of January, February,   and 

March the regular second Wednesday of the month 

gatherings will be held at NOON at the church. 

Those attending are reminded to bring their own table 

service and a large dish to pass for the noon meal. 

 

F.I.S.H. NEWS 
The Tully and LaFayette F.I.S.H. Program (Friends 

in Service Here) Is in need of drivers who could drive 

clients medical and dental appointments. Volunteer 

drivers are scheduled to drive once a month on either 

a Tuesday or Thursday. If you are able to help drive, 

please contact Barb Kohberger at the P.E.A.C.E. 

office 696-8203. 

Anyone living in the zip code area of 13159 

or 13084 needing transportation to medical or dental 

appointments is asked to call the F.I.S.H. number 

696-8659 or 696-8506 no later than three working 

days prior to the appointment. 

 

P.E.A.C.E. HOT LUNCH PROGRAM 
P.E.A.C.E. Inc. sponsors the senior citizens’ 

hot lunch program that is held each week at TUCC 

on Tuesdays at noon. A donation of $3.00 per meal. 

(Those who bring guests: $6.00) 

Menus for the month are available at the luncheon. 

     All seniors 50 & up are welcome to attend 

the weekly lunches. If you have questions, call Velda 

Bumpus (683-5833).In order for enough food to be 

available each week, you need to let Velda know the 

week before if you plan to attend. 

 

FOOD GIVEAWAY AT ST. LEO’S 

CHURCH HALL 
 In addition to the local food pantry, St. Leo’s 

Church hosts a FREE food giveaway through 

Wegman’s that is held the first Tuesday of each 

month (January 8th) at 3:00 p.m. A variety of surplus 

food items are available each month 

for EVERYONE in the local 

community. If you have questions, call 

696-8721 for more details. 

 

FOOD $EN$E REMINDER 
 The Food $en$e Program continues to be held 

at St. Leo’s Church. Food $en$e of Tully also covers 

LaFayette, Fabius, Otisco and Preble.  For more 

information about the cost ($20.50) of the program 

and how to participate, please call St. Leo’s Hall at 

696-8721.   Payment can only be made by cash or 

food stamps (no checks). You may go to 

www.stleostully.org for more details about this 

program. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP JANUARY 

ACTIVITIES – 
The Adult Fellowship February activity 

planned for Sunday, February 10
th

, 2019 at 2pm is 

bowling & pizza. Watch the Sunday bulletin 

announcement sheet for more details.     

 

 
 

 

The next community blood drive will be held at 

TUCC on Saturday, February 9
th

 from 8:00 a.m. - 

NOON.  

1-800-RED CROSS Walk-ins are always welcome.  

                        

                                  

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COMING IN FEBRUARY 
2019 

Give Blood, Save a Life 

http://www.stleostully.org/
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
TULLY UNITED COMMUNITY CHURCH             

5872 MEETINGHOUSE ROAD        

TULLY, NY 13159 

                                   

THE STEPPING-STONE      

JANUARY 2019 
 

 

(315) 696-8066 

Rev. Richard G. Reed, Interim Pastor 

Bernice Potter Masler, Moderator 

Dawn Cox – Church Secretary  

           Non-Profit Organization 

 
ABOUT OUR CHURCH The Tully United Community Church has both United Methodist and American Baptist 

affiliation. 

OUR MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE is held each week at 9:30 a.m.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES are held during morning worship. Children are dismissed for classes following 

the Children’s Moment. FAMILY DAY will be celebrated January 6th, 2019. Children attend worship with their 

families and Sunday School is held from 10:30-11:00 a.m. 

HOLY COMMUNION will be celebrated during our 9:30 a.m. worship service Sunday, Jan. 6
th

, 2019 by 

intinction and gluten free wafers are available. 

LEADERSHIP Winter Huddle-Saturday, Jan. 12
th

-8:30am-noon 

THE LILLIAN BIGSBY CIRCLE will not meet January, February or March 2019 
PRAYER SHAWL- meets Monday, January 14

th
 & 28

th
 at 7pm 

TULLY SENIOR CITIZENS–Dinner & Program will be Wednesday January 9
th

 at noon. Bring place setting & 

dish to pass 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITY–Sunday January 13
th

, Highland Forest Sleigh ride & activities at 2pm  
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